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Principal’s
welcome
Hello and welcome to the Hopwood Hall
combined Access and Higher Education
prospectus for 2017/18.
Hopwood Hall College has been
delivering Higher Education
qualifications for over 20 years and
has a long history of delivering Access
courses for those who have been out
of education for a while. Our courses
are available to study full-time, parttime or through distance learning, to
meet your personal circumstances.
Our students have access to some of
the best tuition and facilities of any
college in the local area. We have a
dedicated Access & Higher Education
area at our Middleton campus for
teaching, learning and relaxing, where
our industry experienced lecturers
can offer all the latest knowledge and
any support you may need. What’s
more, with great links to Manchester
Metropolitan University, The University
of Bolton and the University of
Salford we can also help you with the
transition onto top up qualifications
once you’ve completed your course at
Hopwood Hall.

In September 2017 we are launching
two brand new higher education
qualifications in Animal Management
and Uniformed Public Services in
collaboration with the University of
Salford. See pages 26 and 30 for
details.
The college is continuing with its
commitment to make our courses
affordable and our fees range from
under £1000 to £10,000 per year.
However, if you think you may need
any financial support please contact
us or see the information on the
Advanced Learning Loan on page 9.
To find out more about applying for
a course at Hopwood Hall College
visit our website www.hopwood.ac.uk,
come along to one of our many open
days (see page 11) or contact us on
tel. 0161 643 7560 and speak to one of
our Student Advisors.

Derek O’Toole
Principal

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Outstanding
facilities
At Hopwood Hall, we continually
upgrade and improve our campuses
to provide the best resources and
environment for our students. Over the
last five years we’ve invested significantly
across both campuses to create
purpose built facilities for our learners
with the latest equipment, machinery
and technology. This focus on creating
outstanding teaching and learning
facilities has helped us to achieve the
one of the highest FE college success
rates in Greater Manchester.

Rochdale Campus

Middleton Campus

Our Rochdale town centre campus offers
a wide range of practical courses and
we’ve spent £7million improving the
campus to include a commercial hair
& beauty salon and the 2 star college
rosette Riverside Restaurant.

New for 2016 is the ‘Hopwood Lounge’,
a new social space for students to enjoy
when not in lessons and a revamped
refectory featuring a contemporary
coffee shop and bistro style restaurant
open in the evenings.

In addition to this, we also have a
bespoke Early Years rooms that mimic
childcare settings and we refurbished
an entire fifth floor for our adult and
ESOL (English for Speakers of Other
Languages) learners. Our catering
students also have access to new state
of the art training kitchens which are
often hired for competitions.

In 2015 we extended our Technology
Centre to include new areas for
plumbing, gas and plastering, and
created dedicated rooms equipped for
our Sports Science course.
Our indoor and outdoor animal
management facilities continue to be
one of the best in the local area and are
a must see at our open days.

Both campuses have Learning Resource
Centres with a network of over 500
computers for students to use. Hopwood
Hall is a national leader in e-learning with
all course information such as lessons,
tutorials and resources available online,
accessible both in college and remotely
through your personal learning account.

Rochdale Campus - Riverside Salon

Middleton Campus - Coffee shop
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Student support
As an Access or HE student you will have regular one-to-one
sessions with your academic tutor who will not only help you
settle into college life, but also support you with pastoral issues
while you are on programme. Tutors are committed to your
progress, performance and personal development and will help
you make the most of your time at Hopwood Hall.
We also have a range of support services available including
counselling and learner engagement activities.

Disabled Students Allowance (DSA)
Students who meet the definition of disability under the
Equality Act 2010 are eligible to apply for Disabled Students
Allowance (DSA) which can be used to cover the cost of
support whilst studying a Higher Education qualification.
Following a formal assessment of need at an accredited
assessment centre, Student Finance England may agree
Disabled Students Allowance.

Once Student Finance England have agreed DSA Funding,
learners will need to bring this evidence to the college so that
the relevant support can be put in place. If the college is unable
to provide the type of support recommended by Student
Finance England and the needs assessment, the learner will
be directed to outside agencies and will be responsible for
arranging support independently.
Full details on how to apply can be found at www.gov.uk/
disabled-students-allowances-dsas/overview Learners MUST
have Disabled Students Allowance in place to receive support
on a Higher Education course.

Learners without Disabled Students
Allowance
If you do not meet the criteria for DSA, you will still be able
to access support via the loan of assistive technology or
equipment to help you with your studies.
When you are completing your application form, please let us
know if you have any specific needs so that we can ensure a
member of the team is present at your interview.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Information, advice and
guidance
The Student and College Services Team at Hopwood
Hall are here to make sure you get the best out of your
time at college. They can help you with:
• Careers information, advice and guidance
• Choosing the right programme to match your skills
and abilities
• Advice on enrolment and funding, including
advanced learning loans
• Information and details on financial support
• Help in researching Higher Education courses and
applying through UCAS
• Preparing for interviews for Higher Education and
employment
• Job searching, CV writing and applications
Impartial careers information and guidance is also
available from the National Careers Service, please see
their website for details www.nationalcareersservice.
direct.gov.uk

Equality and diversity
Hopwood Hall College celebrates equality and
diversity irrespective of age, sex, disability, race, sexual
orientation, religion or belief, gender identity and social
economic background.
We seek to ensure that no member of the college
community receives less favourable treatment on any
of these grounds. Equality of opportunities at Hopwood
Hall are available to every student.
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Tuition fees and student
finance

Student finance

All Higher Education students are required to pay tuition fees
but with excellent facilities at both campuses, and many of our
courses affiliated to a number of leading universities, Hopwood
Hall College represents a good value local alternative for
Higher Education.

• Tuition Fee loan

Fees

• Parents’ living allowance

Hopwood Hall College is committed to providing quality, value
for money Higher Education. Individual course fees are £6000
for full-time and £3000 for part-time courses per year.
Fees for our Access courses range from £620 - £3,400
depending on the Skills Funding Agency (SFA) rules regarding
age. We are able to offer funded programmes based on the
SFA criteria. Please contact a Student and College Services on
0161 643 7560, email us at enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk or call
into either campus.
For up to date information on Higher Education funding please
visit www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance. Please consult the BIS
website for further announcements on issues such as bursaries
and National Scholarships www.bis.gov.uk.

There are currently a range of student finance options available
to assist you with the cost of studying course. These include:
• Advanced Learning Loan
• Living cost grants
• Living cost loans
• Childcare grant
• Disabled students’ allowance (DSA)
Tuition loans are now available for students on part-time
courses, subject to approval. The loan will not be dependent on
your household income as eligibility depends on the ‘intensity’
of your study programme being at least 25 per cent of a fulltime course.
For more information and to apply for all Student Finance
England loans and grants contact tel. 0800 731 9133 or visit
www.direct.gov.uk/studentfinance
NB. All students are required to pay a £25 administration fee at
time of enrolment.

Students should check at the time of enrolment, or acceptance
of any offer, whether there have been any changes to the
course and should also note that courses will only run if there
is a viable number of students. Acceptance on a course is also
conditional upon a student agreeing to abide by the College
code and completion of pre course checks, specifically those
required for Early Years and Teaching courses (see page 12 for
details).

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Advanced Learning Loan
(Level 3 and above only)

If you’re starting a Level 3 course you may
qualify for an Advanced Learning Loan.
These loans help you pay the tuition fees
charged for your course.
Anyone can apply for an Advanced Learning Loan to help with the costs of a
college or training course as long as they’re 19 or older. The only criteria is that
the course must be Level 3 or higher (e.g. A Level equivalent).
The loan is really easy to apply for! It doesn’t depend on your income and
there are no credit checks. Once approved, the money is simply paid direct to
Hopwood Hall College on your behalf from the Student Loans Company.
Repayments don’t start until the April after the completion of your course and
you won’t have to pay anything back until you earn more than £21,000 a year.
For more information speak to a Student Advisor tel. 0161 643 7560 or email
enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk
You can also contact the Money Advice Service for independent advice
www.moneyadviceservice.org.uk
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Financial support for
mature students
Professional and Career Development Loans
These are bank loans that can be used to help pay for work
related learning. You can borrow between £300 and £10,000
to help support the cost of up to two years of learning (or 3
years if it includes one year’s relevant unpaid practical work).
The Skills Funding Agency (SFA) will pay the interest on the
loan whilst you are in learning and for one month afterwards.
The loan can be used to pay course fees or other costs such
as travel and living expenses. You can also use the loan
to supplement other forms of support such as grants or
bursaries.

Charitable Trusts - finance support for
mature students
There are a number of Charitable Trusts who offer funding
for students in education. The criteria varies for each one but
more information is available from your Local Authority or visit
their websites for details.

Already in receipt of benefits?
Studying on an HE course may affect your eligibility for some
benefits. For up-to-date information on the effect study will
have on your benefits contact the Department for Work and
Pensions, the Citizens Advice Bureau or Rochdale Borough
Council’s benefits advice line on tel. 0300 303 8870 before
enrolling on your course.

Because the Professional and Career Development Loan is
a commercial loan product, it should only be considered as
an option once all other student funding option have been
investigated.
For further information or financial assistance to support
learning, please visit www.direct.gov.uk/adultlearning or
contact Careers Advice on 0800 100 900. Our Learning
Provider registration number is 1790.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Come to our Open Days
Open days and evenings are a great way to experience
college life at Hopwood Hall first hand. For your chance
to visit one of our campuses, speak to our tutors and find
out more about the courses we offer, please come and
visit us on any of the dates below.
Saturday 8 October 2016 10am – 2pm
Wednesday 16 November 2016 4pm – 7pm
Saturday 4 February 2017 10am – 2pm
Wednesday 26 April 2017 4pm – 7pm
Saturday 10 June 2017 10am – 2pm (Middleton only)
Thursday 10 August 2017 10am – 3pm
Visit Middleton Campus for:
Access to HE • Accounting • Animal Management • Early
Years • Electrical & Mechanical Engineering • Sport •
Teacher Training • Uniformed Public Services
Visit Rochdale Campus for:
Games Development
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Higher Education
Graduation Ceremony
In September each year, all those who successfully complete
a higher education programme at Hopwood Hall are invited to
our graduation ceremony at Rochdale Town Hall.
The ceremony follows a short procession from our Rochdale
campus and is an opportunity to celebrate your success and
achievements with your friends, family and fellow students.
At the event you will be able to hire a cap and gown from your
validating university and there is an opportunity to have both
individual and group photographs taken by a professional
photographer.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Stay local. Go far.
Studying close to home has lots of benefits over and above the
savings you can make on accommodation costs and university
tuition fees.
Our Level 4 and 5 courses are not just a stepping stone to
university, they enable you to develop your critical thinking
skills, perfect research methods, hone your written and oral
communication skills, you’ll also meet people from a variety
of backgrounds, with whom to collaborate, problem solve and
much more.
Research also shows that people who study higher education
are more likely to be employed, and in occupations classed as
professional. So if you’ve a clear career goal and you aspire
to reach management levels in your chosen field, a higher
education qualification at Hopwood Hall will help you get to
where you want to be.

What the research says
Results from the 2014–15 Destinations of Leavers from Higher
Education (DLHE) survey, which asks UK graduates what they
are doing six months after leaving university revealed that

91% of UK and EU domiciled
graduates who left university in
2015 were employed; working
while studying or were in further
study.
What’s more, 71% of full-time first degree graduates employed
in the UK found themselves in occupations classified as
professional and earning a salary of around £21,000.
These results echo those published in the Department for
Business, Innovation and Skills’ 2015 Graduate Labour Market
Statistics which found that 87% of graduates under 30 are in
work, compared to 72% of young non-graduates.

They also earn more, £24,000 as
compared to £18,000 for nongraduates.
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Entry requirements at a glance
Access to Higher Education

Higher Education

What is Access?
Access courses are designed for students who want a
fast track route to university or to progress into careers
and vocations that require higher level qualifications.
Access courses have featured at Hopwood Hall for many
years – changing the lives of many students. We’re also
proud to say that our achievement and success rates are
amongst the best in the country.

What is Higher Education?
Higher Education is the study of qualifications at Level 4
and above. At Hopwood, provision includes Foundation
Degrees and HNC/HND’s.

Entry requirements
There are two Access programmes (Level 2 and Level
3), entry to which is determined by students’ existing
qualifications. Immediate entry to the one-year Level 3
Access to HE Diploma offers students who have already
attained sufficient GCSE qualifications the quickest
route to university. Usually this means students must
have attained 4 GCSEs grade A-C, including English
and Maths. Science is usually required for health related
courses.

Entry requirements
Entry requirements vary depending on the level of course
you wish to study. However, most would expect a Level
3 qualification or equivalent e.g. A levels. Check each
course for specific details.

For those students who don’t meet the entry criteria
for Level 3, successful completion of the one year Level
2 programme guarantees progression to Level 3 the
following academic year. Entry to the Level 2 programme
will require an initial assessment of English and Maths
(and science where necessary).

Courses are offered at both our Middleton and Rochdale
campuses, with full and part-time study options giving
learners the flexibility to choose a course that suits their
lifestyle.

Early Years and Teaching courses
Protection of Client Groups
In order to safeguard children or the elderly, with whom you
will come into contact, students applying for programmes
in these areas should note that as part of your application
you may be asked to undertake a formal Disclosure and
Barring Service (DBS) check for which a charge will be
made. DBS clearance is a requirement of course entry.
Fit Person Registration
Specific health criteria apply to students who wish to
progress into employment in nursing, nursery nursing,
teaching and social work. This will be explained at
interview. At enrolment you will be asked to disclose any
specific health criteria that may prevent progression into
employment. If necessary, please contact the College for
more information.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Access to Higher
Education
Hopwood Hall College delivers a range
of approved pathways which will help
Access students select a programme
best suited to their long term aims and
aspirations.
All our Level 3 Access to HE
programmes are accredited by Open
Awards

Health and Caring
Professions pathway

Public Services and Allied
Professions pathway

Course content:

Course content:

• Health Sciences (1 module)

• Criminology

• Health Studies

• Psychology

• Psychology

• Sociology

Health Sciences pathway
Course content:
• Health Sciences (2 modules)
• Health Studies

Level 3 Programme
Access to HE Diploma
There are four ‘pathways’ on the Level 3
programme tailored to different career/
Higher Education areas. These are:
• Health and Caring Professions
• Health Sciences
• Humanities
• Public Services and Allied Professions
There are slightly different entry
criteria for each pathway which reflects
the requirements of differing Higher
Education degree programmes. All
pathways have mandatory units in
Academic Essay Writing and Research
Skills. Please be aware that successful
completion of an Access to HE Diploma
does not guarantee a place at university.

Humanities Pathways

Hours of study
The Access programme requires
attendance for 14 hours a week over 34
weeks. Level 3 students can, in some
cases, combine evening with daytime
study depending on their chosen
pathway.

Who are these pathways for?
Our humanities pathways offer
students a route into a variety of Higher
Education courses and careers. Both
pathways are suitable for students
who may be undecided on their future
career but who nevertheless may wish
to undertake a single or joint honours
degree in a specific humanities subject,
such as psychology, history or English.

Tutorial Support at Access
Level 3

The humanities pathway is suitable for
those wishing to pursue a career in
teaching, Local Government and other
similar professions whereas the public
services and allied professions pathway
prepares students for careers in social
work, law, probation, counselling,
psychology and related fields.

Students who don’t meet the Level
3 entry criteria can join our one-year
Level 2 programme. This comprises
compulsory GCSE maths and English
(if not already attained at grade C or
above) and up to one from the following:

Health Pathways
Who are these pathways for?

Humanities pathway

Our two health pathways offer routes
into Higher Education to train for a
variety of health-related professions
including: Nursing, Midwifery, Podiatry,
Chiropody, Paramedics and Operations
Department Practitioner.

Course content:
• English
• History
• Criminology

Access Level 3 students are supported
through a tutorial programme which
includes guidance and assistance
in choosing a university course and
applying for a university place.

Level 2 Programme - GCSE

• Science
• Psychology
• Sociology
Students who have attained a grade C in
English or maths can choose two from
the above.

Hours of study
Level 2 is up to 16 hours per week
(daytime only) for 30 weeks.
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Access to Higher Education Courses
How to apply
Step 1 - Is the course for you?
The first thing you need to decide is which level
programme is suitable for you. If you don’t have 4
GCSEs at grade A-C, including English and Maths, the
Access Level 2 route is the appropriate one for you.
Those with sufficient GCSEs will be eligible for the
Level 3 programme, though you will need to check the
specific entry requirements for that pathway. If you
are unsure of the validity of your existing qualifications
contact the college on tel. 0161 643 7560 and speak to
a member of our Student and College Services Team.

Step 2 - Application
You can apply from October onwards for courses
starting in the following September. You can apply
online at www.hopwood.ac.uk. It’s quick, easy and
secure. Application forms are also available on request.
We’ll confirm your application by text and by email.

Step 3 - Interview
Once you’ve submitted your online application
form, check for texts and emails regularly. You’ll be
invited for an informal interview with a course tutor.
Prospective Access Level 2 students will also be
required to take initial assessments in English, maths
and science (should you opt to study science) to make
sure that the course is suited to you.

Step 4 - Offer
After your interview you will be informed if you have
been successful and given information regarding
enrolment and induction.

Step 5 - Funding
You will need to know how you are going to fund your
course before you start. If you are over 19 doing a Level
3 programme you can look at funding it through a
Further Education Advanced Learning Loan for which
you’ll need a Funding Information Letter from the
college. For further funding information please email
us at enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk or telephone 0161 643
7560 providing your full name, date of birth and course
that you wish to study.
For more information on Advanced Learning Loans
please visit https://nationalcareersservice.direct.
gov.uk /advice/courses/funding. It is important
you consider your own circumstances and look into
all options. You can access free impartial money
advice from The Money Advice Service at http://
moneyadviceservice.org.uk

The interview will also give you the chance to meet
the staff and ask questions. Those students who have
English as their second language may be assessed
by our ESOL department. Prospective Access Level 3
students will be required to produce their certificates
at enrolment to satisfy us that you are eligible for the
programme.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Higher Education Courses
How to apply
Step 1
Browse through our range of programmes, choose your
course the check the level and entry requirements.
If you need any more advice, contact the college on tel.
0161 643 7560 and speak to a member of our Student
and College Services Team.

Step 2
Option 1 – Apply online to Hopwood Hall
Each course tells you where and how to apply. If you
are applying directly to the College, please apply online
at www.hopwood.ac.uk it’s quick, easy and secure.
Application forms are also available on request.
We’ll confirm your application by text and by email and
invite you to an informal interview with a course tutor to
make sure that you are suited to the course and more
importantly, that the course is suited to you. The interview
will also give you the chance to see the college, meet the
staff and ask questions.

Step 2
Option 2 - Apply online at UCAS
For all full-time Higher Education courses at universities
and colleges in the UK, students must apply online at
www.ucas.ac.uk. There are three types of applicant:
1. Students at school or college registered with UCAS
All UK schools and colleges are registered with UCAS to
manage their students’ applications. Advice is available
from your teacher or a careers advisor at your school or
college. Complete an online application and submit it to a
member of staff. After checking your details, and having
added the academic reference, your school or college
submits the completed application online to UCAS. You
pay online using a credit card or debit card. You may also
be able to pay through your school or college.
2. Independent applicants in the UK, who are not at
school or college
Mature applicants, who, unlike school or college students,
cannot readily seek advice from a teacher, need to consult
careers organisations for help and advice or contact one
of our Student Advisors. You are responsible for paying
the correct application fee, for obtaining and attaching
the academic reference, and for submitting the completed
application online to UCAS.
3. Overseas students
Overseas students may be asked to provide evidence of
their residency in the UK to determine their fee status/
course fees.
The college is unable to accept applications from
overseas students who need or have student immigration
permission under Tier 4 (visa).

17

Accounting
Diploma in Accounting
(Professional)

Duration
1 year part-time (evenings)
Course Level
Level 4
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- pass at Advanced GCSE Level
- one pass in a vocational A Level

Middleton Campus

• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)
Assessment
All units are assessed by examination
except ICAS which is assessed by a
completion of a project.
Progression
Employment within the financial services
industry or degree level qualification.
Successful completion of this
qualification and work experience would
make you eligible to apply for AAT full
membership and become a professional
AAT Accountant (MAAT).

Who is this course for?
Financial management is at the
heart of every business, so demand
for accounting and finance skills is
consistently high across all sectors.
This qualification provides training for a
huge range of finance roles and can be
used as a route to AAT’s professional
accountant status (MAAT).
To succeed on this course you’ll need
to be confident with numbers and have
good time management, attention to
detail and problem solving skills.

Optional units - two of the following:
• Business tax
• Personal tax
• External auditing
• Cash and Treasury Management
• Credit Management
How to apply
Apply direct to Hopwood Hall College www.hopwood.ac.uk

Course content
• Management Accounting: Budgeting
• Management Accounting: Decision and
Control
• Financial Statements of Limited
Companies
• Accounting Systems and Controls

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Mafia Begum
Course studied: Level 3
Accountancy
Previous school: Falinge Park
High School
Currently: Procurement
Purchasing Engineer, British
Aerospace (BAE)
Mafia came to Hopwood Hall as she found that our
course best suited her future career goals.
During her time with us, Mafia got the opportunity to
be interviewed for a work experience role at British
Aerospace (BAE). Mafia was one of six selected
for a twelve month training contract following the
completion of her course.
This successful end to her studies was also rewarded
when she won the Accountancy Student of the Year
award for 2008.
After using the skills she gained at the college in her
BAE training, Mafia was offered a permanent contract
and now works as a Procurement Purchasing Engineer
which involves working with Harrier aircraft.
Mafia says: “I loved studying accountancy at Hopwood
Hall because everyone was really supportive, which
helped me grow. The tutors were very encouraging and
gave me a lot of motivation. It was a great achievement
to get to work at a blue chip company like BAE and it
wouldn’t have been possible without the College and
the course.”
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Games Art,
Animation &
Effects
HNC Creative
Media Production

Duration
1 year full-time
Course Level
Level 4
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- 1 or more A Levels
- BTEC Level 3 qualification
- NVQ Level 3
- VRQ Level 3
- Completion of a recognised Access
programme
• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)

Rochdale Campus

Or
• Mature entrants can apply with
no formal qualifications but must
demonstrate appropriate experience,
motivation and personal qualities with
a minimum of three years relevant
work experience and completion of a
formal assignment to assess academic
capacity
Assessment
100% coursework in a range of practical
projects with reflective critique. A
range assessment methods including
presentations to industry professionals,
subject specific projects and live briefs.

Progression (Partnered with Bolton &
UCO)
Learners who achieve the Edexcel BTEC
Level 4 HNC in Creative Media can
progress onto the second year of a HND
or degree programme in Games Art,
Animation and Visual Effects or other
relevant subject area. Employment in the
games/media sector is also an option.

content for Oculus Rift, Virtuix Omni and
Unreal Engine 4 and the creation of high
quality game ready assets.

Who is this course for?
The BTEC Level 4 Higher National
Certificate is aimed at people who
work or who wish to work in the games
industry. The course focuses upon
the creative art elements considered
fundamental to successful performance
in a vocational games industry context,
and for employment in the exciting
world of games art animation and
visual effects. You will also undertake a
number of industry related enrichment
visits such as developer conferences to
enhance your learning experience.

• Contextual studies

Specialist units
These will aim to develop the skills,
knowledge and understanding relevant
to specific creative activities in games art
application and in the creation of your
own professional portfolio.
• Research techniques
• Computer game platform
fundamentals
• Practical animation skills
• Digital graphics for computer games
• Drawing techniques for computer
games
• 3D modelling for computer games
• 3D environments for computer games
How to apply
To study full-time, apply through UCAS
(course code I620) - www.ucas.ac.uk

Work experience
This course includes the opportunity
for suitable students to undertake
work experience with a local games
company. This is an exciting opportunity
to enhance your portfolio and gain
creative experience in the development
of commercial games and to develop

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk
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Course studied: HND Creative
Media Production
Currently: Game Art BA (Hons)
at UCO/Huddersfield University
Previous school: Falinge Park
High School
Cary-Lee is a real success story having started at
Hopwood Hall with few GCSEs and lacking confidence in
her abilities.
Having achieved Distinctions for her HND in Creative
Media Production and passed her GCSE Maths and
English, which she retook alongside her BTEC, Cary-Lee
has worked tirelessly to get as much out of her time at
Hopwood Hall College as possible.
Keen to pursue a career in games development, Cary-Lee
was the team leader for the HND game Primate Planet,
which was a live brief run by the creator of Angry Birds,
and also published one of her completed games on
Google Play.
She won several awards during her time at college
including College Student of the Year and FE Student
of the Year and the National Outstanding BTEC Media
Student of the Year in 2016.
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Early Years
Foundation Degree in
Early Years

Duration
2 years full-time / 3 years part-time
(September and January start dates
available)
Course level
Level 5
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- 2 or more A Levels
- BTEC/Edexcel National Level 3
- Level 3 Diploma in Early Years
Education and Care (Early Years
Educator)
• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)

Rochdale Campus

Or
• Mature entrants can apply with
no formal qualifications but must
demonstrate appropriate experience,
motivation and personal qualities with
a minimum of three years relevant
work experience. You must also
complete a formal literacy diagnostic
and comprehension assessment to
assess academic capability.

Progression
Accelerated progression onto a relevant
degree course. Certain universities may
give you exemption from units within
related degree courses.
Who is this course for?
This course prepares students for
a range of careers in childcare at
supervisory management level and
can provide an appropriate pathway
for gaining Early Years Teaching Status
(EYTS).

Compulsory units:
Level 4 modules
• Learning in the digital age
• Study skills
• Facilitating children’s learning
• Inclusive practice
• Social policy
Level 5 modules
• Safeguarding children
• Reflective practice

NB. Students not currently in
employment, but with relevant work
experience, will undertake placements
during the course.

• Managing sessions

Course content
The course is made up of both
compulsory units, which all learners
undertake, and specialist units that
enable you to study particular areas in
depth.

• Independent study

• Research perspectives
Specialist unit:
NB. Please see protection of client
groups and fit person registration on
page 14.
How to apply
To study full-time, apply through UCAS
(course code X310) - www.ucas.ac.uk.
To study part-time, apply direct to
Hopwood Hall College www.hopwood.ac.uk.

Assessment
A range of methods are used including
assignments, projects, case studies and
practical exercises in the workplace. A
work related, problem-solving, researchbased approach is also used.
t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Suzanne Dowd
Course studied: Level 2 and 3 in
Early Years - 2003/2004
Foundation Degree in Early
Childhood Studies - 2008
Currently: Owner/Manager
of Happy Jacks Childrens Day
Nursery
Suzanne began her studies at Hopwood Hall College
in 2003 studying part-time for a Level 2 in Early Years
while having my own nursery built in Littleborough. She
followed this with a Level 3 course before embarking on
the Foundation Degree in Early Years.
“The one thing the Foundation Degree taught me is
that you can do anything that you want to do if you put
your mind to it. So following my graduation I enrolled
onto an Honours degree course at Huddersfield
University and in 2010 achieved a BA Honours in Early
Years in 2010.
In 2011 I also gained my Early Years Professional Status,
now known as Early Years Teacher Status.
It’s thanks to Hopwood Hall College and the Early Years
tutors who have enabled me to be where I am today in
my career.”
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Teaching
Education and Training
Ascentis Certificate in
Education and Training

Duration
1 year part time
Course Level
Level 4
Entry requirements

Assessment

• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- Level 3 qualification in your own area
of specialism

• Written assignments
• Practical teaching / training
• Compile an e-portfolio
• Complete a minimum of 30 hours of
teaching practice during the course.
(If you are already teaching / training
you can use a current class as your
teaching practice placement - subject
to approval).

• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)

Middleton Campus

Who is this course for?
The Level 4 Certificate extends and
builds on the previous Level 3 Award in
Education and Training (formerly PTLLS)
qualification, giving the candidate the
underpinning knowledge, understanding
and skills needed to ‘confirm
occupational competence’ in a teaching
or training role.

Accelerated progression onto a Cert Ed /
PGCE course is also possible.
How to apply
To study part time, apply to Hopwood
Hall College - www.hopwood.ac.uk

Course content
The course is made up of 8 units:
• Understanding roles, responsibilities
and relationships in education and
training

• The course is aimed at teachers, tutors,
trainers, lecturers, support tutors,
assessors and instructors who may be
working within an FE college, Adult
and Community Learning Centre or
Learning Provider including prisons, as
well as people delivering work-based
training such as voluntary, community,
private and public organisations.
• The Certificate can be achieved by
pre-service or in-service candidates.

Progression
Level 5 Diploma in Education and
Training with a variety of specialisms
possible depending on the provider.

• Planning to meet the needs of learners
in education and training
• Delivering education and training
• Assessing learners in education and
training
• Using resources for education and
training
• Understanding and managing
behaviours in a learning environment
• Delivering employability skills
• Preparing for the coaching and
mentoring role

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Parvez Qadir
Course studied: Level 4
Certificate in Education and
Training
Currently: Performing Arts
Lecturer
Parvez has used this course to develop a wider
knowledge of teaching methods and to practice these
in the classroom while being supported every step of
the way by the course leaders.
“The opportunity of completing this course has proven
to be invaluable for my professional development as a
lecturer in the Performing Arts. The course gave me a
deeper understanding of modern teaching as well as a
skillset in planning and delivering innovative lessons for
students with a variety of learning styles.
Since completing the course I have gone on to secure
a Performing Arts Lecturer post at Hopwood Hall and
love every second teaching what I am most passionate
about. I’ve also won an award at Rochdale Sports &
Cultural awards for ‘Best Cultural Facilitator.”
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Animal Management
HND in Animal Management

NEW
Duration
2 years full-time
Course level
Level 5
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- Level 3 Extended Diploma in Animal
Management (Pass/Merit/Merit)
- Level 3 Diploma in Animal
Management (Merit/Merit)

Middleton Campus

• 4 GCSEs grade C or above which must
include English Language and maths
• It is highly recommended that you
have also achieved Double Science at
grade C or above due to the scientific
content of some of the units. If you
have undertaken BTEC Applied
Science instead of GCSE, you should
have achieved an overall Merit.
Assessment
Each unit is internally assessed, and
the course involves extensive theory
work. You will also be assessed via
presentations, creation of public
information resources, written
scientific reports and through practical

observations when managing the
care of animals and supervising those
carrying out various animal husbandry
procedures.
Progression
Employment in a range of animal
industries, or progression onto a degree
programme.
Who is this course for?
This course is for those who want
an advanced qualification in animal
management which will enable you to
manage the care of animals rather than
undertake that care yourself. When
undertaking practical assessments you
are expected to perform to an industry
expected standard, use initiative and
work independently. You will also be
responsible for the welfare of animals
on the college animal care unit, with
particular emphasis on those animals in
our Blue Cross Rehoming Centre, Day
Boarding Dog Kennels and livestock
production farm.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

You will be in college 3 days a week and
will also undertake industrial experience
placement one day a week.
Course content
The course is made up of both
compulsory units, and specialist units
chosen by tutors that enable you to
study particular areas in depth.
Compulsory Units:
• Business environment		
• Animal husbandry management
• Animal health and welfare
• Research project
Specialist Units:
• Anatomy and physiology
• Production animal management
• Exotics and the pet trade
• Plan and manage the health and
welfare of animals
How to apply
Apply through UCAS (course code
C600) - www.ucas.ac.uk

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Dr Kirsty Holt
Dr Kirsty Holt
Course studied: Level 3 Animal
Management
Currently: Small Animal Vet
Kirsty studied a Level 3 BTEC in Animal Management
at Hopwood Hall College nine years ago and was one
of the first group of students to embark on a Veterinary
Medicine degree without going down the traditional A
Level route.
Following the completion of her degree at the
University of Liverpool, she is now fully qualified and
working as a small animal vet near Leeds.
Kirsty is appreciative of the support she got from
Hopwood Hall College and credits us for getting her
over her fear of birds! Plus she was really grateful to us
for developing her interest in exotic animals.
“It just doesn’t feel real that I am actually a vet now; it’s
really quite overwhelming, but I love it!”
“You think that you have to be extremely academic
and clever to be a vet, but that isn’t true; it really is a
vocational, practical subject and so it makes complete
sense that you study through a vocational route.
“I hope that more people get the same fantastic
opportunity, as I did.”
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FdSc Sports
Coaching
Foundation Degree

Duration
2 years full-time
Course level
Level 4 / Level 5
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- Successful completion of Access
to HE
- Merit Merit grades in a Level 3 related
subject

Middleton Campus

• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)
Assessment
A variety of assessment methods are
used including reports, essays, tests,
presentations and practical observation.
Progression
On successful completion of the
Foundation Degree you can apply to
study for a further year on the University
of Salford’s BSc (Hons) Sports Coaching
Analysis top-up (one year) degree
programme or apply for other sport or
leisure degree programmes at other
learning providers.

Alternatively, you may wish to enter
employment in sports development,
health club management, physical
activity consultancy (e.g. GP referral),
sports administration/ management,
physical activity and promotion, sports
coaching and instruction in schools or
colleges.
Who is this course for?
For students wishing to develop
academic and vocational skills and a
sound understanding of the initiatives
and major principles underpinning
the areas of coaching and sports
development. It also covers skills
required for effective communication,
self-development and career progression
giving students a broad-based
understanding of sport and coaching
fundamentals.
Course content
The course is made up of compulsory
units, which all learners undertake, and
specialist units that enable you to study
particular areas in depth.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

Compulsory units:
• Introduction to sports coaching
• Sports development
• Developing academic and professional
skills
• Talent identity and development
• Fitness testing and sports training
• Anatomy and physiology
Year 2:
• Practical sports coaching
• Research skills
• Performance analysis
• Applied practice
• Strength and conditioning
• Sport psychology
How to apply
Apply through UCAS (course code
C600) - www.ucas.ac.uk

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Holly Espie
Course studied: Foundation
Degree in Sport
Previous school: Bluecoat School,
Oldham
Currently: Football Coach at
Hopwood Hall College
When Holly started at Hopwood Hall College in 2009, aged
16, she knew that she wanted to teach sport in colleges.
She enrolled with the college’s Football Academy and studied
a BTEC in Sport before going on to complete a Foundation
Degree in Sport with Hopwood Hall College and Manchester
Metropolitan University. She then completed her full BA Hons
degree at Manchester Metropolitan University and a PGCE at
Edge Hill University.
Holly completed her PGCE placement at Hopwood Hall College
teaching and coaching learners at our Middleton campus and at
Manchester City Football Club’s Etihad Stadium.
“I had to work hard to complete all of my assignments alongside
football training and coaching. It hasn’t been easy but it has
definitely been worthwhile and I am very grateful to Hopwood for
all of their support.”
Holly is now a sport tutor at Hopwood Hall College and in addition
to teaching she also runs her own ladies football club (the Curzon
Ashton Football Club) and is first team member of the Crew
Alexander Ladies Football team.
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Uniformed
Public Services
HND Public Services

NEW
Who is this course for?
This course is for those looking to
develop skills and personal qualities of
students in preparation for a career in
the public services such Social Work
and Health and Social Care roles. Or it
can lead to roles in the Uniformed Public
Services such as police, fire, and military.
Modules focus on legal, political, criminal
theory as well as honing students’
personal and professional development
to enhance employability skills.

Duration
2 years full-time
Course level
Level 5
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- Level 3 qualification or A Levels
- Successful completion of Access to
HE

Middleton Campus

• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)
Assessment
A variety of assessment methods are
used including reports, essays, tests,
presentations and practical observation.

Course content
Year 1

Progression
Top up to a full Honours Degree at a
range of universities in Criminology,
Law, Public Health, Psychology, Youth
Community Work, Social Policy, Social
Work Studies or employment in public or
uniformed public services.

• Fair treatment and the public services

Year 2
• Managing public sector finance
• Government, decision- making and the
public services
• Research project
• Personal and professional
development
• The global environment
• Substance misuse, culture and crime
• Criminological theory in relation to
crimes of violence
How to apply
Apply through UCAS (course code
C600) - www.ucas.ac.uk

• Small-scale research project
• Organisations and behaviour
• Psychology of human and criminal
behaviour
• Sociological aspects of the public
services in contemporary society
• Managing stress in public services
• Justice and punishment
• Employability skills
t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Connah Mather
Course studied: Level 3 Extended
Diploma in Uniformed Public
Services
Previous school: Hollingworth
Academy
Currently: Pirbright Army Training
Centre
“The UPS course at Hopwood Hall got me physically
and mentally prepared to take up my Army Training.
The support and guidance from staff is the reason I did
so well in my selection process too.
“The units I studied on my course, and the trip to Altcar
Army Base, gave me a good insight into what is to
come and helped me to develop in confidence. Because
of the preparation and experience I’ve been given I’m
ready to progress onto my training and become a
Military Police Soldier in the British Army in the future.“
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Engineering
HNC Electrical/Electronic
Engineering

Duration
2 years part-time
Course level
Level 4
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- Edexcel BTEC National Certificate/
Diploma in Electrical & Electronic
Engineering or related areas
- Level 3 Certificate in Electrical
Installation 2360/2330/2365
• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)

Middleton Campus

• Mature students by interview and
accreditation of prior learning (APL)
Assessment
A range of assessment methods are
employed on the course, including
written assignments, practicals,
oral questioning, case studies and
examinations. There are no written
exams.

Employers and universities require
this range of assessment to confirm
your ability to solve various types of
problems, both individually and as a
team member.
Progression
This course is recognised in the
engineering sector as a pathway into
supervisory and/or management
positions. Successful candidates can
also progress onto the Higher National
Diploma (HND).
Who is this course for?
The course is for those who are currently
in employment but aspire to promotion
at professional engineer level. Graduates
of this course may move onto a Level
5 (HND) course. As a graduate you
will be competent in both electrical
and electronic engineering design and
analysis.

Compulsory units:
• Analytical methods for engineers
• Engineering science
• Project
Specialist units:
• Electrical and electronic principles
• Programmable logic controllers
• Utilisation of electrical energy
• Application of micro-controllers
• Further analytical methods
Extra units:
• Electrical power
• Digital and analogue devices
How to apply
Apply direct to Hopwood Hall College www.hopwood.ac.uk

Course content
The course is made up of both
compulsory units, which all learners
undertake, and specialist units that
enable you to study particular areas in
depth.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Leigh Orme
Course studied: HNC Electrical
and HND Electronic Engineering
Previous school: Siddal Moor
Currently: Lecturer at Hopwood
Hall College
“After leaving Siddal Moor Sports College, I came to
Hopwood Hall College to study Electrical Installation
Level 2 & 3 and then the HNC Electrical & Electronic
Engineering.
Hopwood Hall College was a fantastic environment for
me to learn in as it has superb facilities and atmosphere.
The range of practical electrical work that I as a student
was able to undertake was great.
The staff were extremely helpful, always willing to go
the extra mile for students, and very knowledgeable
within the electrical industry.
Following the completion of my course I was really
proud to have joined the team as an Electrical
Installation and Electrical & Electronic Engineering
Lecturer. In my role at the college I want to continue to
improve and share my electrical knowledge with future
students so that each and every student has the best
possible learning experience.”
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Engineering
HND Electrical/Electronic
Engineering

Duration
2 years part-time
Course level
Level 5
Entry requirements
• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- Edexcel BTEC National Certificate/
Diploma in Electrical & Electronic
Engineering or related areas
- Level 3 Certificate in Electrical
Installation 2360/2330/2365
• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)

Middleton Campus

• Mature students by interview and
accreditation of prior learning (APL)
Assessment
A range of assessment methods are
employed on the course, including
written assignments, practicals,
oral questioning, case studies and
examinations. Employers and universities
require this range of assessment to
confirm your ability to solve various
types of problems both individually, and
as a team member. There are no written
exams.

Progression
Employers place a high value on
individuals who possess a BTEC Higher
National. Completion of this course
can lead to joining the 2nd or 3rd year
of a university honours degree. This
qualification can also lead to recognition
from the Institution of Engineering and
Technology (IET) and the Engineering
Council, both of which merit letters.

Compulsory units:

Who is this course for?
This course is recognised in the
engineering sector as a pathway into
supervisory and/or management
positions. Successful candidates can
also progress onto the second year of an
engineering degree.

• Electronic principles

Course content
The course is made up of both
compulsory units, which all learners
undertake, and specialist units that
enable you to study particular areas in
depth.

• Analytical methods for engineers
• Engineering science
• Electrical and electronic principles
• Project
Specialist units:
• Microprocessor systems
• Programmable logic controllers
• Electrical power
• Further electrical power
• Measurement and testing
• Knowledge-based systems &
techniques
• Combinational and sequential logic
• Advanced mathematics for
engineering
• Health, safety and risk assessment
• Business management for engineers
How to apply
Apply direct to Hopwood Hall College www.hopwood.ac.uk

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Vincent Ward
Courses completed at Hopwood:
HNC and HND Electronic
Engineering
Previous school: St. Mary’s High
School, Astley
Currently: Systems Integrator at
Cougar Automation, specialising in
industrial automation
Vincent Ward completed his HNC and HND in Electronic
Engineering with Hopwood Hall College and is currently
working in industrial automation, at the UK’s leading
Control System Integration Company.
“Three years ago I was working in retail and felt like I was
stuck in a dead-end job. I wanted to change my career
path, so I decided to go to Hopwood Hall College to
find out what I could do. After speaking to a few tutors
about different courses I found an interest in Electronic
Engineering.
“Although the course was challenging, considering I had
no background in electronics, with guidance from staff and
a desire to succeed I was able to complete my HNC whilst
also working as an Electronics Technician at the college.
After securing a job at Cougar Automation I completed
my HND in 2016.”
“Studying at Hopwood has truly changed my life, I am now
working in a huge industry that I am passionate about
and have a number of opportunities available to me to
progress in my career.”
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Engineering
HNC Diploma in
Mechanical Engineering
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Duration
2 years part-time
Course Level
Level 4

Entry requirements

• 80 UCAS tariff points which should
include:
- BTEC National Certificate or
Diploma in an engineering subject or
an appropriate combination of the
following:
- AVCE/GNVQ in an appropriate
vocational area
- GCE A-Level profile which
demonstrates strong performance in
maths/physics subjects
- Other related Level 3 qualifications

Course content
The course is made up of both
compulsory units and specialist units
that enable you to study particular areas
in depth.

Who is this course for?
The course is aimed at people working
in a production, design, technical
or supervisory capacity within the
engineering industry who wish to gain
higher qualifications.

Compulsory units:

The course is also suitable for those who
do not currently work in the industry
but wish to further their studies whilst
working elsewhere.

• GCSE English and maths at grade C or
above (or equivalent)

Middleton Campus

Progression
HND, foundation degree or
undergraduate degree programme.
Employment or further, more specialist
study.

• Mature students by interview and
accreditation of prior learning (APL)
Assessment
Each unit is internally assessed, mostly
with assignments and graded by
lecturers. Grades awarded are Pass, Merit
or Distinction.

The BTEC HNC Diploma is a specialist
vocational programme with a strong
work related emphasis. The qualification
provides a thorough grounding in the
key concepts and maths skills required to
progress to senior/technical positions in
the sector, and holds national recognition
by employers.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

• Analytical methods for engineers
• Engineering science
• Engineering project
Specialist units:

• Mechanical principles
• Dynamics of machines
• Fluid mechanics
• Management of projects
• Engineering design
How to apply
Please apply direct to Hopwood Hall
College - www.hopwood.ac.uk

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Sean Bennett
Course studied: HNC
Manufacturing Engineering
Currently: Engineering Manager
Sean started his career as an apprentice at Renold
Gears alongside studying at Hopwood Hall College,
working his way up from a City & Guilds Level 2 to
a HNC at Level 5. He has since achieved a first class
BEng Honours Degree in Engineering with Technology
Management at Huddersfield University.
“I am currently an Engineering Manager at Kaman
Fabricated Products Ltd following a 12 month role
within the aerospace sector. I am responsible for
planning, manufacturing engineering and new product
introduction and we support mainly military aircraft
such as Hawk, Tornado and Typhoon along with
commercial aircraft such as Airbus A380 and A400M.
“I am extremely grateful for my time at Hopwood Hall
College, and without the support and guidance from
the lecturers, I wouldn’t be where I am today. I am still in
touch with the lecturers and would encourage anybody
who is passionate about engineering to enrol at the
college and take full advantage of the teaching and
facilities on offer.”
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How to find us
Middleton Campus
Rochdale Road
Middleton
M24 6XH
Tel. 0161 643 7560

Rochdale Campus
St. Mary’s Gate
Rochdale
OL12 6RY
Tel. 01706 345346

Car
The Middleton Campus is two miles from junction 20, M62.
Take the A627(M) towards Oldham and leave at first junction
and follow signs to Middleton.

Car
The Rochdale Campus is three miles from junction 20, M62
follow signs to Rochdale town centre.

Rail
Castleton train station is two miles from the Middleton Campus
and there are regular buses to Middleton or Manchester that
take ten minutes to reach the Middleton Campus.
Bus
The number 17 bus runs regularly between Manchester and
Rochdale stopping at the top of the drive at Middleton
Campus.
The college also operates a FREE bus service to both the
Middleton and Rochdale campuses before 9am and after 5pm
each day. If you require any further information please contact
us for details, or visit the ‘Contact’ page on our website.

Rail
Rochdale train station, with frequent connections to Leeds,
Bradford and Manchester, is a ten minute walk from the
Rochdale Campus through the town centre.
Metrolink
Trams run into the Rochdale Interchange in the town centre, a
five minute walk from the campus.
Bus
Frequent buses operate to Rochdale interchange, which is in
the town centre. The Rochdale Campus is a five minute walk
from the transport interchange.

t: 01706 345346 or 0161 643 7560

e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

Middleton Campus

Rochdale Campus

Rochdale Road, Middleton M24 6XH
t: 0161 643 7560
e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

St. Mary’s Gate, Rochdale OL12 6RY
t: 01706 345346
e: enquiries@hopwood.ac.uk

www.hopwood.ac.uk

